
Stadium Walk
Connecting our city centre to  
Matagarup Bridge and Optus Stadium

12.  Victoria Square

At the intersection 
of Hay Street and 
Victoria Avenue, 
look north to St 
Mary’s Cathedral. 
Constructed in 
phases, the first 
phase was completed 
in 1865, a major 
addition was made 
in the 1920s, but the 
Cathedral wasn’t 
completed until 2009.

9.  Artwork by 
Peter Farmer Jnr 
500 Hay Street

Under the mentorship 
of his father and 
through tertiary 
study, Peter is fast 
developing his visual 
arts practice. Peter 
believes “art can 
bring communities 
together to learn 
and communicate 
stories, like we did in 
traditional times”.

14.  The Perth Mint 
Cnr Hay & Hill Streets

Established in 1899, 
The Perth Mint is 
the oldest operating 
mint in Australia, 
and Australia’s only 
remaining gold rush 
mint. It houses the 
largest gold coin in 
the world valued at 
more than $50 million, 
and visitors can 
watch a gold pouring 
demonstration.

8.  Artwork by  
Peter Farmer 
524 Hay Street

Peter Farmer has 
a significant art 
practice and works 
extensively in the 
education sector to 
help the community 
understand the deep 
connectedness his 
people have to the 
environment and all 
of the flora and fauna 
that reside in it.

16.  WACA Grounds 
and WACA Museum

Experience the rich 
heritage and history of 
the Western Australian 
Cricket Association 
(WACA)  and the 
WACA Ground through 
the WACA Museum 
displays and ground 
tours which exist to 
inspire all to enjoy and 
play the great game of 
cricket.

17.  Matagarup Bridge

Officially opened 
in July 2018, the 
“Matagarup Bridge” 
linking the city to 
Optus Stadium is 
named after the 
Whadjuk name for the 
area around Heirisson 
Island. It means a 
place where the river is 
only leg deep, allowing 
it to be crossed. 

10.  St Georges 
Theatre facade 
500 Hay Street

Site of the first 
dedicated theatre 
building in Perth. 
Demolished in the 
1980s with only the 
portico retained.

11.  Hibernian Place 
Muse 
480 Hay Street

Renowned street artist 
Rone has painted a 
woman’s face on a 
wall within ‘Hibernian 
Place’ - a new precinct 
in the Historic Heart 
which is home to a 
hotel, and a range 
of bars, cafes and 
restaurants.

15.  Queen’s Garden’s 
Cnr Hay and Plain 
Streets, East Perth

Now a 3.3ha park, 
the site was initially 
used for recreation, 
including horse racing, 
and later as a clay pit 
and brickworks. Bricks 
produced from the 
site between 1860 and 
1890 feature in many 
of Perth’s prominent 
buildings constructed 
at that time.

13.  Grosvenor Hotel 
339 Hay Street

Built in 1886 as a 
private home, it was 
granted a hotel licence 
later that same year to 
Robert Stroud.  
The Grosvenor has 
been in service as a 
pub ever since, and 
this makes it one of 
the oldest pubs still 
operating in Perth 
today.

18.  Chevron Gardens 
at Optus Stadium

Developed with input 
from the Whadjuk 
community, this vast 
space is inspired 
by the Noongar six 
seasons. It sprawls 
across 2.6 hectares of 
transformed parkland, 
with plenty of nature 
play elements for kids. 

19.  Optus Stadium

Optus Stadium has 
capacity of over 
60,000 people, 
making it the third-
largest stadium 
in Australia. The 
stadium’s innovative 
design is intended  
to feel distinctly local, 
with architecture 
and landscaping that 
reflect the state’s 
proud sporting, 
cultural and  
Aboriginal heritage.

Walk A 
& 
Walk B 
now  
combine,
see map 
inside.

Thank you for discovering 
Perth’s Historic Heart.  
If you would like to enjoy 
more walks in the Historic 
Heart neighbourhood,  
try our Art Walk, 
Architecture Walk and 
Small Museums Walk - 
available on our website  
or download our free 
Historic Heart app.

For further information see  
www.historicheart.com

The Walks  
continued...
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Historic Heart of Perth Inc is 
a not for profit community 
organisation established with 
the aim of revitalising Perth’s 
east end. The name ‘Historic 
Heart’ is designed to bring 
together the history of the 
urban environment
(Historic) and the community 
and natural environment 
(Heart). It is the premise that 
the physical and cultural 
landscapes are intertwined -  
a city is not just about 
buildings but about people 
and their experiences within it.

The Historic Heart is an area 
spanning from Barrack Street 
to Hill Street. This eastern 
end of our city has a rich 
history but has lost its vitality 
in past decades. Our vision is 
to reinvigorate and revitalise 
the Historic Heart - creating 
an identifiable neighbourhood 
with a strong sense of place, 
making a contribution to the 
city and importantly, to the 
people who live, work and 
visit here. The benefits of 
this project are wide ranging - 
social, urban and economic.

email: hello@historicheart.com
instagram: @historicheartofperth #historicheartofperth
facebook: @historicheartofperthinc  
www.historicheart.com
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Introduction
Perth’s Historic Heart is the link 
between our city and the new 
Matagarup Bridge and Optus 
Stadium.
Enjoy the walk from Yagan Square 
to the stadium and take time 
to explore the art, architecture 
and history of the Historic Heart 
neighbourhood along the way.
For further details on things to see 
and do in the Historic Heart, visit 
our website:
www.historicheart.com

The Historic Heart is home to one 
of Perth’s greatest collections 
of heritage buildings, together 
forming important streetscapes 
of late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century architecture.
The collection of buildings 
includes Government House, 
the Perth Town Hall, the State 
Buildings, St George’s Cathedral, 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Fire Brigade 
No. 1 Station and the remains of 
Jewell’s Colonial Hospital.
In addition to these well known 
Perth landmarks, the Historic 
Heart is also home to 10 intriguing 
small museums and a growing 
community of Perth creatives. The 
area is also emerging as a hub of 
cafes, restaurants and bars.

B2.  Ascalon (2011) 
1 Cathedral Avenue

In Cathedral Square 
you can’t miss 
‘Ascalon’ - a sculpture 
by artists Marcus 
Canning and Christian 
de Vietri. The striking, 
billowing white 
sculpture that stands 
before St Georges 
Cathedral is an 
abstract interpretation 
of the legend of 
St George and the 
dragon.

B1.  Point Zero 
1 Cathedral Avenue

Situated on the 
south-east corner of 
the  State Buildings 
on the corner of 
Cathedral Avenue and 
St Georges Terrace, 
this is the marker from 
which all distances 
to and from Perth 
are measured, and 
represents the centre 
point and civic heart 
of the city.

A3. Ruah Artists,  
Pier Street

On Pier Street look 
out for artwork by 
the RUAH Art Group. 
RUAH offers support 
across areas of 
homelessness, mental 
health and wellness, 
and domestic violence 
and justice. Their Art 
Group meets regularly 
to work together.

A2.  Perth Electricity 
and Gas Dept, 
128-132 Murray Street

Built in 1927 as the 
Perth Electricity and 
Gas Company, the 
building has seen a 
series of alterations 
and additions. In 
2018 the building’s 
facade was reinstated 
to its original form, 
and improvements 
continue inside for the 
start of a new chapter.

A4. Salvation Army 
Citadel  
48-54 Pier Street

A conspicuous Perth 
landmark designed in 
the Federation Free 
style of architecture 
with a fortress. The 
building served as the 
Salvation Army WA 
headquarters for 90 
years from 1891.  
It now houses a 
restaurant and offices.

A5.  Dada Records 
36 Pier Street

Dada Records is one 
of Australia’s longest 
standing independent 
record stores, with 
the largest selection 
of new vinyl in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

B6.  Criterion Hotel 
560 Hay Street

Built for the Swan 
Brewery Company Ltd 
in 1937, the Criterion 
Hotel (formerly the 
Regatta Hotel) is the 
only remaining Art 
Deco hotel in Perth. It 
is also the site of the 
oldest continuously 
licensed “pub” in 
Perth, operating since 
at least 1848.

B7.  Pier Street

At the intersection 
of Hay and Pier 
Streets, look north 
to view Pier Street’s 
interesting collection 
of buildings and 
pleasant streetscape. 
The precinct’s unique 
appearance is due 
to the amalgamation 
of diverse period 
buildings.

A6.  Mural by  
Drew Straker 
Pier Street Lane

In the laneway around 
the corner from 
Dada’s, are 3 artworks 
by Perth artist Drew 
Straker. Straker’s 
unique murals appear 
to light up streets like 
neon signs, but are 
actually 2D created 
using only spray paint 
and a ‘neon glow’ 
technique.

A7.  Mural by  
Helen Smith 
37 Pier Street

This artwork marked 
the start of Historic 
Heart’s mural artwork 
program in 2017.  
A geometric 
abstraction, Perth 
artist Helen Smith 
often explores bold 
conjunctions of colour 
and shape to enliven 
surfaces.

B5.  Captain James 
Stirling Statute 
573 Hay Street

This statue was 
created in 1970 by 
artist Clement Somers 
to celebrate WA’s 
150th anniversary. 
Sir James Stirling 
was the British naval 
officer and colonial 
administrator who 
persuaded the British 
Government to 
establish the Swan 
River Colony. 

B3.  State Buildings 
Cathedral Lane

Over their 140-year 
history, these 
buildings have 
been used for many 
purposes, including 
Police Court and 
cellblock, Survey 
Department, GPO, 
and office of Premier 
and Cabinet. After 
standing empty for two 
decades, they are now 
home to a hotel and 
restaurants.

B4.  Artwork by  
Jo Darbyshire 
Cathedral Lane

At the entrance to 
Cathedral Lane look 
out for the oversized 
planter box painted 
by Jo Darbyshire for 
the Historic Heart. A 
visual artist based in 
Fremantle, Jo uses 
colour and motifs to 
celebrate and reflect a 
sense of place.

30 minute walk from 
Cathedral Square

Alternatively, 
start your walk to 
Matagarup Bridge and 
Optus Stadium  
at ‘Point Zero’ at 
Cathedral Square 
(marked on our map).

40 minute walk from 
Yagan Square

Start your walk to 
Matagarup Bridge and 
Optus Stadium at 
Yagan Square  
(marked on our map).

A1. Yagan Square

Yagan Square is 
a place to meet, 
connect and 
experience WA’s 
culture, heritage 
and landscape in 
the city. The square, 
which is named 
after prominent 
Noongar leader Yagan 
(c1795-1833), reflects 
Aboriginal culture and 
offers an insight into 
Whajduk history.

For further information see  
www.historicheart.com

Continued on reverse...The Walks: City centre to Optus Stadium Discover, place, art, architecture and more...

Walk A
Walk A

Walk B

Walk B

Photos by Dion Robeson and 
Kelly Pilgrim-Byrne 
Design by Studio Field
Words by Sandy Anghie

You can be guided on this 
walk using our free app 
‘Historic Heart of Perth’ - 
available to download  
from the App Store or 
Google Play.


